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VILLAGE OF CLARENDON HILLS

MANAGER’S REPORT

August 6, 2021

Management Reports

Manager’s Notes - See weekly report

Finance Department - See weekly report

Public Works Department - See weekly report

Community Development Department — See weekly report

Police Department — See weekly report

Fire Department — See weekly report

Calendar (Can be found on front page of Village website www.clarendonhills.us)
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Chamber of Commerce's Market Day
August 12, 2021, 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM @ Village Hall Main Building

More Details

Village Board Regular Meeting
August 16, 2021, 7:00 PM @ Board Room

More Details

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
August 18, 2021, 9:00 AM @ Board Room

More Details

Chamber of Commerce's Market Day
August 19, 2021, 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM @ Village Hall Main Building

More Details

Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning Commission Meeting
August 19, 2021, 7:30 PM @ Board Room

More Details

Chamber of Commerce's Market Day
August 26, 2021, 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM @ Village Hall Main Building

More Details
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‘\\ ADMINISTRATION 630.286.5400
MEMORANDUM
To: Village President Austin and Village Board
From: Kevin Barr, Village Manager
Date: August 6, 2021

Subject:  Weekly Report

e Next Board Meeting — The next meeting will be on August 16th at 6:30 p.m.

e COVID-19 Update — | participated in the DuPage County Health Department (DCHD) meeting on
Monday. They confirmed that the County is considered to have a “Substantial” level of COVID-19

transmission, per CDC guidelines. Though not a “mandate” the guidelines suggest that all individuals,
including those fully vaccinated, wear a mask in public indoor settings. | have reissued to the mask
requirement for Village employees and the public in Village buildings. This is in line with at least most
communities in DuPage County. In terms of numbers, all the trends are heading in the wrong direction.
For instance, in early June cases were trending less than 15/day but are now more than 90/day.
Hospitalizations in the County were less than 10 in early June but are now approaching 50. The County
continues to have better than average (top 6%) vaccination rates, more than 65% of all persons over 12
being fully vaccinated. The vaccines continue to work as expected. Of the 40,000 or so cases in DuPage
since December, less than 500 of them were vaccinated individuals. Severe results were even lower
amongst the vaccinated. The DCHD urged all eligible members of the community to get the vaccine,

which is now readily available.

e TWA Flight 529 Memorial Ceremony — The Clarendon Hills Historical Society and a group from

Willowbrook continue to advertise an event to remember this fatal plane crash from 1961. A new flyer
with related article is attached for your information. The event is on September 1 at 2 p.m. at Prairie
Trail Park, 59" and Clarendon Hills Road.

e DMMC Manager’'s Committee Meeting — | attended this meeting at the Westmont Police Department

on Thursday morning. Several issues were discussed with particular emphasis on current concerns
regarding recruitment and retention of police personnel. Other issues discussed included the regional
response to the tornado that hit Naperville, Woodridge and Burr Ridge a few weeks ago, internet sales

tax receipts and of course issues related to COVID-19.

www.clarendonhills.us



http://www.clarendonhills.us/

e Regional Call with Chicago Mayor Lightfoot — On Thursday evening, | participated on a call with more

100 other individuals organized by the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus. The purpose of the call was to
discuss regional issues related to the COVID-19 response. Amongst other things, the stress of the call
was the need to continue the effort to vaccinate as many individuals as possible. Chicago has no plans

to “shut down” businesses again at this point.

e Chamber Fall Fest Cancelled -- The Chamber event, being planned for September 11, has been

cancelled. The Chamber Board was concerned regarding rising Covid cases and decided it was best

to cancel the event.

Enjoy the weekend and stay safe.



September 1, 1961 TWA flight 529 crashed
on farmland between Bentley and Clarendon
Hills Road just south of 59™ street. At that
time it was the worst crash in history.

All 78 passengers and crew were killed.

Clarendon Hills Fire Department was one of
the first responders.

September 1, 2021 at 2PM, a memorial
ceremony with placement of a stone
monument will take place at Prairie Trail Park
at 59™ and Clarendon Hills Road in
Willowbrook just across the street from the
crash site. Your attendance would be very
welcome and much appreciated.

If there are any questions, please contact
Sue Berglund, a Willowbrook Village trustee
at 630-297-5899
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Adozen miles west of Midway Airport, tucked between the village of
-Clarendon Hills and the township of Hinsdale in the western suburbs of
Chicago, there’s a mystery yet to be solved. Buried beneath the soil in the back
yard of a home, under an asphalt parking lot, or wedged under a rock could
be a rusted steel bolt the diameter of a cigarette. Because that bolt hasn’t been
found, the world will never know for sure the cause of a tragic accident more
than half a century ago. The missing bolt is thought to be responsible for what
happened in the skies over Clarendon Hills during the early morning hours of
September 1, 1961.

The bolt is thought to have fallen from a flight control linkage that moved the
elevator control surface of a Lockheed Constellation belonging to Trans World
Airlines, better known as TWA. Four minutes after taking off from Midway
Airport, the plane became uncontrollable, plummeting into a cornfield and
snuffing out the lives of all seventy-eight people aboard. The plane literally fell
out of the sky.

From early on in the investigation of the accident, it became clear that the
pilot had lost all control before the plane careened into the muddy field. After
nvestigators from the Civil Aeronautics Board determined that the bolt was
missing from the elevator linkage, a methodical ground search ensued in the
hope that the bolt might turn up. The investigative team sifted the acres of
charred dirt and debris where the Constellation had shed its weakened tail and

dug a series of craters in the soft earth. The painstaking work consumed several
days. but no bolt was found.




CHAPTER 4

During the decades that followed, single-family homes built on deep lots
replaced the plowed fields around Clarendon Hills Road. There’s no marker
at the tranquil, grassy site of this long-forgotten accident to memorialize the
deaths of those seventy-eight people. In 1961, the accident ranked as the third-
most-deadly aircraft accident in the nation’s history. The dubious distinction
of number one at the time was co-held by TWA. In 1956, one of the airline’s
Super Constellations crashed following a midair collision with a United Ar-

lines DC-7 over the Grand Canyon. The death toll resulting from the crashes of

those planes totaled 128 people.*
The early morning hours in Chicago were 2 blessing as the first day of Sep-

tember arrived. The humid heat of the summer months had begun to fade with
the cooler days of autumn on the way. A mild 67 degrees registered on porch
thermometers around Clarendon Hills. Although thunderstorms had moved
through the area carlier, bedroom windows remained open for part of the night

fting n from Lake Michigan. For some residents of the

to admit cool air dri
largely undeveloped area, many of them farmers, a habit of retiring early and ris-

ing before dawn was a ritual tied to their chosen lifestyle. Long before midnight,
they were already sound asleep. Looking forward to a long holiday weekend
celebrating Labor Day on Monday, they would set aside chores, fire up a bar-
beque, and do nothing more than enjoy the weekend with family and friends.
Eleven miles to the east of the middle-class neighborhood, tucked inside the
terminal building at Midway Airport, commotion contrasted with the tranquil-

ity of the suburbs.
From the air, Midway has been described as a square aircraft carrier stuck
in the middle of a sea of homes and warehouses. Between 1932 and 1961, it

attained the distinction of being the world’s busiest airport. It served 10 mil-

lion passengers In 1959. After nearby O’Hare International Airport opened,
nger traffic at Midway shrank by more than 60 percent. The spacious

passe
f O’Hare, capable of safely accommo-

passenger facilities and longer runways O
dating fleets of new jetliners, lured the airlines away from Midway, along with
their passengers. «“Mile Square” Midway’s runways couldn’t be lengthened due

to encroaching neighborhoods on each side.
The terminal’s austere interior took on the appearance of a stylized bus

terminal furnished with rows of plastic-covered black seats, their surfaces worn

thin from years of constant use. A busy concession stand offered newspapers:

cigarettes, and candy. A TOW of steel rental lockers graced the rear, and for $2.50

in quarters, a vending machine dispensed life insurance policies to passengers

hesitant to fly. As breadwinners, husbands sought to provide continuing finad”
cial support for their wrives and children should the unthinkable happen.
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making a quick stop at Idlewild Airport in New York. The airliner, a model
L-049 Constellation, carried 2 TWA fleet number of 555. The airline’s crews
had nicknamed the plane Triple Nickel.

The crewmembers lived in Southern California, and TWA domiciled them
at Los Angeles International Airport. During World War II, Sanders had
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps and learned to fly. Piloting four-engine
B-17 bombers over Germany, he and his crew survived flying a remarkable
twenty-five missions. He joined TWA in August 1945 as a copilot. By the age
of twenty-six he had flown Connies to Cairo, Madrid, Geneva, and Paris. He
moved up from copilot to captain in June 1954, continuing to fly both interna-
tional and domestic routes. By the time of Flight 529’s planned departure from
Midway, forty-year-old Sanders had amassed a remarkable 17,011 hours, with
12,633 of them in Connies. Sharing his love of aviation, wife Carol worked as
a hostess for TWA. They lived in Manhattan Beach, a short drive from the Los
Angeles airport.

Dale Tarrant joined TWA in December 1955. Born in Sturgis, South Da-
kota, in 1929, he attended Black Hills Teachers College and served with the
U.S. Air Force from 1952 to 1955. He lived in Redondo Beach with his wife,
Marian, a former Western Air Lines stewardess. Tarrant’s flying time totaled
5,344 hours, with 1,975 of them logged in Constellations.

Thirty-eight-year-old Jim Newlin joined TWA in 1951, beginning his career
as a flight line mechanic in Los Angeles. In 1954 he was promoted to flight
engineer. Newlin was married and lived in Balboa Beach. He and his wife were
raising two children from a previous marriage. He had logged 5,817 hours as a
flight engineer in Connies.

Barbara Pearson, at twenty-five, had flown with TWA since August 1957.
Living in Santa Monica with husband Richard, she was excited about complet-
ing this particular flight. Pearson expected to resign from the airline to devote
full time to motherhood, her baby’s due date being April 1962. She planned to
tell her husband the good news after landing in Los Angeles.

Nanette Fidger, at the age of twenty, had been employed by TWA only since
May. She began to fly scheduled routes on July 15, upon completing training.
A short-timer like Pearson, Fidger intended to make only one more flight before
leaving to get married.

The corporate culture at TWA in 1961 could be described as strained. For
vears, Howard Hughes, the company’s absentee major shareholder, kept an un-
predictable grip on its far-flung operations. By the end of 1960, TWA’s Jenders
had prohibited Hughes from interfering with the management of the company-
His questionable moves in arranging financing for a fleet of new jetliners T
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sulted in the drastic action. Uncertainty, coupled with the carrier’s unprofitable
operations, did nothing to pacify the rank-and-file, whether they earned a living
in a cockpit, a hangar, or behind a reservations desk.

On March 20, 1961, the TWA board of directors elected Charles Tillinghast
Jr. as president and CEO. Pilots and mechanics considered him an unknown
quantity. A career lawyer, he had no airline experience except warming a seat
as a passenger.

“It was in terrible shape,” Tillinghast later said of TWA operations. “By
mid-1961, I thought we were looking at bankruptcy. If there was any airline that
would have thrown in the towel, it was TWA.™

In February, the flight engineers at TWA and seven other airlines went on
strike.’ The dispute involved whether or not the new Jetliners would be flown
with a pilot or a flight engineer as a third crewmember. Most flight engineers
had been promoted from mechanics at their airlines. They had little desire to
join the pilot ranks, expecting to keep their flight engineer status and not be
retrained as pilots or terminated from their chosen careers. Communication
between the engineer’s union and the airlines broke down completely. It be-
came so unproductive that newly elected President John F. Kennedy appointed
a fact-finding commission to investigate what drove the parties apart. Because
the nation’s passenger-carrying capacity was approaching a standstill with not
f:.llough crews to fly the planes, the commission’s involvement ended the short-
ll\fed strike. It recommended that the Jets be operated by three crewmembers,
Wlt]} the flight engineers trained as standby pilots in addition to performing their
engineering duties. The decision signaled the end of non-pilot flight engineer
carcers and the emergence of pilots acting in that capacity with little practical
mechanical experience.

Exposed to much negativity in the workplace, TWA employees began to
“‘_nndcr if their paychecks might bounce. The troubles facing the airline were
{hb‘lracting enough to bring worry into their lives.*

TWA foun
“ven though
Bo Busines

. d itself selling more tickets to tourists than to business travelers
1Ls route structure connected every major industrial city in the na-
o possir}nen n;eded to arrive at desti_nations fo_r sales calls or meetings as
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il el o C; nesﬂa?l ditched most of their piston-powered planes, TWA
T ] On{ste ations. .

ek :5 L:: iijil Elgrl;% w?rt.e H?W'n with oide'r L-049 Connies on an almost ex-
!‘f"“"'umtme;ltal rZ A’s Jethners.were assigned to international and‘nonstop
Sttt refurb.utes. Tlhe Connies were relegatf?d to Sky Club Air Coach

ished with headrest covers featuring shades of beige, green,
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and orange. The window curtains had pastel shades, while dark blue carpeting
perked up the aisles. Transforming the interiors created a warm and cheerful
cabin environment.

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation manufactured many variants of the legendary
Constellation for the airlines and military services. The plane’s most distinctive
feature was its futuristic tripletail. Unlike contemporary airliners, the Connie
had three vertical stabilizers.” Its unique fuselage put it in a class by itself as well,
having a contour shaped like the body of a dolphin. Other airliners were built
with straight, tube-like fuselages.

At ninety-five feet long, the L-049 Connie was powered by four Wright
Aeronautical eighteen-cylinder piston engines. Their cylinders were arranged
much like the spokes of a wheel divided into two circular rows of nine cylinders
each. Each engine was massive, weighing over one and one-half tons, its power
output developed from 3,350 cu. in. of cylinder displacement. The power from
each engine was comparable to what ten V-8 pickup truck engines could pro-
duce.® Originally intended for transoceanic trips, the L-049 offered a cruising
speed of 313 mph.

Constellations were considered the most complicated piston-powered airlin-
ers of the time. This meant there was greater potential for mechanical failure.
The plane’s weight and size necessitated the use of hydraulically boosted flight
controls. During an early test flight of a TWA Connie, one-half of the hydraulic
system failed. A few minutes later, the other one-half did the same. Captain Hal
Blackburn, one of TWA’s most experienced pilots, described what it was like
flying the plane with no hydraulic boost to operate the controls: “It took the
combined strength of myself and two husky copilots to move that yoke.”

Registered as N86511 with the FAA, Triple Nickel happened to be the
oldest Connie that TWA owned. The airline took delivery of Triple Nickel on
December 19, 1945. Six weeks later, the plane began flying passengers from
New York to France as the Star of Paris. A tradition at TWA and some other
airlines involved painting the names of the cities they served along the sides ofa
plane’s nose. Triple Nickel’s flight to Europe in February 1946 was hailed as a
major milestone for TWA: the first scheduled transatlantic passenger flight from
LaGuardia Field in New York to Orly Field in Paris.® As more advanced Super
Constellations and the first generation of jet transports joined TWA’s flect.
the L-049s were reconfigured to seat eighty-one passengers. The tourist class
service served a burgeoning, budget-minded segment of the air traveling public.
Triple Nickel had few creature comforts to offer its passengers and crews but got
the job done, day after day. Having logged many hours in the air, the plane was
well maintained and had served as a reliable workhorse for over fifteen years.
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As a scheduled transcontinental flight originating in Boston, Flight 529
regularly made intermediate stops in New York and Pittsburgh followed by
Chicago, Las Vegas, and Los Angeles. The flight would terminate in San Fran-
cisco. Before leaving Boston, Triple Nickel had several discrepancies written
up by its crew. Among them was a burned-out navigation light in the tail and a
leaking drain valve on a wing fuel tank. Mechanics repaired both items before
the plane left Boston. Another discrepancy carried over from a previous flight
was a malfunction of the system supplying cool air to the passenger cabin.® Not
considered a “safety of flight” item, the discrepancy was again carried forward
in a logbook to be repaired during a future stop.

One of the passengers boarding the plane in Pittsburgh was Harry Savage.
“There were a lot of little kids running around, a lot of young people on the way
to Las Vegas and Los Angeles for vacations,” he recalled, noting the carefree
mood of his fellow passengers.’® A prosecutor for Allegheny County in Penn-
sylvania, Savage would not be continuing on to the flight’s final destination as
he planned to disembark in Chicago on business.

Flight 529’ Journey from Pittsburgh to Midway went smoothly with no
hitches. The Connie pulled into a gate at 1:18 a.m. Ramp workers were told to
handle its fueling quickly to keep the flight on schedule. Although there wasn’t
enough time for the passengers continuing on to disembark, they welcomed the
few minutes available to stretch and rearrange their belongings. The captain and
flight engineer arriving from Pittsburgh briefed Sanders and Newlin about the
cabin cooling issue. All agreed there was no effect on airworthiness. Outside on
the ramp, workers pumped enough fuel and oil into the Connie’s tanks to com-
Plete the next leg. The 3,240 gallons of aviation gasoline poured into its tanks
weighed in at 19,440 pounds. Newlin computed the plane’s gross takeoff weight
to be 94,794 pounds, well below a maximum allowable of 96,000. Checking the
Passenger and cargo manifests, he made sure the plane’s center of gravity fell
within acceptable limits, Everything checked out okay. The flying time to McCar-
ran Airport in Las Vegas was estimated to be six hours and twenty-three minutes.

Shortly after 1:30 a.m., a TWA passenger agent announced over the public
address system that Flight 529 was ready to board. It was a relief for the parents
and their children already seated in the plane. They were tired and beginning to
doze off, F lying after midnight was stressful but meant that families could pur-
Cl}ase bargain tickets to stretch household budgets, making it possible to travel
with several kids in tow. By contrast, business travelers opted for morning or
ke afternoon flights, their companies paving the much higher fares.

A gate agent opened the plane’s main cabin entry door. The flight and cabin
Tew from Midway boarded. A TWA crew bus had shuttled them from the
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airline’s hangar on the north ramp. Making their way into the Connie, four-
teen passengers from the Chicago area followed them after trekking through
the concourse. They stepped into the dimly lit cabin, soon finding their seats.
Configured for tourist-class flights, the entire length of the cabin was fitted with
five-abreast seating.

As departure time neared, hostesses Pearson and Fidger prepared their pas-
sengers for the routine red-eye flight. Pillows and blankets were passed around.
Pearson was experienced working such flights after doing so at TWA for several
years. Other than the fourteen passengers boarding at Midway, the passengers
already on the plane remained seated for the next leg.

Following a family visit, thirty-eight-year-old Frances Gilliam looked for-
ward to joining her husband, Neil, at home in Eureka, a seaside community in
Northern California. She had visited her parents in Bedford, Massachusetts.
Their four children, Karen, 11; Linda Jo, 4; Denny, 14; and Tommy, 7, were
buckled in for what promised to be a tiring flight involving two stops before
deplaning in San Francisco.

Four women, each 20 years old, were anxious to reach Los Angeles. They
were relocating there to begin adult lives working in Southern California. Carole
Chase, Linda Annis, Nancy Bergstrom, and Linda Peaslee hailed from Sun-
cook, New Hampshire. Close friends who had met at school, they had worked
part-time jobs during the summer months to pay for the trip.

Richard Maloney, an engineer, was aboard with wife Florence and their five
children. At their sides were Michael, 5; Maureen, 3; Richard Jr., 10; Mary, 8;
and James, 1. Following a visit with family members in Philadelphia, they were
anxious to return to suburban Canoga Park in California. While away, carpen-
ters at their home had kept busy building an additional room to provide more
living space for the family.

Forty-one-year-old Edward Chamberlain, an architect at Stedman & Wil-
liams, hailed from Palo Alto, a suburb south of San Francisco. Along with his
wife, Nancy, he was returning home following a trip to Europe. After arriving
stateside, they had spent time in Connecticut visiting relatives before heading
back to California. Accompanying them were their children Edward Jr.. 14
Richard, 9; Grant, 4; and James. 2.

Sylvia Remnant, a 32-year-old Englishwoman, was aboard with her three
children John, 10; Tym Elmer. 3; and an infant girl. She had purchased the
tickets in Liverpool, England.

Of the seventy-three passengers aboard the flight, twenty were children. a?d
fourteen were age ten or younger. Most of the passengers were continuing o7
from Boston or Pittsburgh. Among the people boarding at Midway were four
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Chicago-area residents: a pharmacist headed to Los Angeles to visit his aging
parents; a nurse traveling to San Francisco for a vacation; and two servicemen
returning for duty in California following home leave.

A ramp agent rolled the loading stairs back, followed by Newlin pulling the
door closed. Returning to the cockpit, he began the process of starting the four
Wright R-3350 engines, each expected to develop its full 2,200 hp for takeoff.
Als he manipulated switches and levers at the flight engineer panel, the mas-
sive engines came to life one by one. Clouds of oily smoke poured from their
e)-(haust stacks and swept across the ramp but quickly dissipated in the cool
night air. All four engines now idling, a ramp agent guided Sanders from the
gate onto a taxiway.

Tarrant picked up a microphone to contact air traffic control and read back
their clearance to Las Vegas for concurrence. The Connie would be guided
across the country under instrument flight rules (IFR) by following a s;ries of
arrways. This involved tuning into one radio navigation station after another to
hop across the country.

Sanders took the opportunity to brief Tarrant and Newlin on his planned
emergency procedures should the plane suffer an engine failure or other
problem during takeoff. Pilots live on the edge anticipating such events. Never
prledictable, the possibility of such an event causes flight crews to take these
briefings seriously. During emergencies, they are aware that every second
Counts—and can mean the difference between life or death. Such plarml'ng helps
ensure that the actions of each crewmember during an emergency are predict-
able and instantaneous.

Cleared by ground control, Sanders steered the Connie to a concrete run-up
pad at the end of runway 22L. He twisted the steering tiller to swing the plane’s
;:JC:: ]ilnto a gentle breeze and set the parking brake. This was the signal for
- the; trzarun up the engines, one on each side at 2 time, to check the rpm drop
SEipetl ir;ctots, e;;ermse the pitch of the propellers to ensure they feathered
\\'Orko-utsm attend to other procedural checks. Ne?}vhn gave the engines a
Al 1 S, ar;:lmlng them up to a throaty roar an‘d watc.:hmg the firing patterns of

Sim‘ngsev i ;{%s on d: scope of an electronic engine analyzer.!!

Night cormeye eet in front of Newlin, Sanders and Tarrant chgckr:d the plane’s
ders, o A ¥ moving the y?kes and pedals for the elevator, ailerons, and rud-
g them through their full range of movement. Sanders took care of a
"dlated tagk 10 check the el hift con s ri Sthor
he hydra;,_]ic . elevator s if control handle next to his right leg. Should
W N thOOS't E-_srflstem C(‘mtrolhng the elevator fa_ll., something that had never
i o enabl: t;lr e, pulling the handle would disconnect the “power steer-
e pilots to operate the controls manuallv. It was functional.
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Seat Belt and No Smoking signs lit, Pearson and Fidger returned to their
seats. Cabin lights were switched off to enable the passengers to view the lights

of Chicago soon after takeoff.

Final checklist items completed and ATC clearance acknowledged, Sanders

received permission from the tower to roll forward, stopping just short of the
runway. Cleared for takeoff, he eased the throttle levers forward, creating a loud

rumble. There was enough vibration to rattle a clipboard. As the heavy machine

began moving, his gaze shifted to the engine tachometer and manifold pressure
hometers reading 2,800 rpm

instrument panel. Four tac

gauges on the center
indicating forty-six inches of mercury were good

and manifold pressure gauges

numbers. The takeoff roll continued.
Reflected in the silvery wings, orange and blue flames shot from the exhaust

stacks of the engines as the Connie thundered down the 6,445-foot long con-
crete ribbon. In seconds, the plane would climb into a moonless sky.

Sanders moved his left hand from tiller to yoke slowly, while Tarrant called

out the airspeed for him. Tarrant announced reaching V1 speed, the point of
no return at which the pilot must decide whether or not to continue the takeoff.
Nothing amiss, they continued. Tarrant followed with another required verbal
notification by saying, “Rotate.” Sanders gradually eased back on the yoke as
forty-eight tons of aluminum and steel shifted from rolling on tires to being car-
ried aloft with lift from the wings. Flight 529 took to the sky gracefully, gained
altitude, and entered a right turn just past the airport.

Tarrant retracted the landing gear, soon followed by the flaps. All appeared
normal. It was now one minute after 900 a.m., and passengers seated near a
window amused themselves by watching the twinkling lights of the city pass
below as the plane began a steady climb to its initial cruise altitude.

The throttles were pulled back from takeoff power. Even so, the noise made
it all but impossible for the passengers to chat among themselves, but they knew
it would be quieter once the plane leveled off for cruising.

One minute and thirty-four seconds after the pilots acknowledged their take-

a controller at Midway began following Flight 529’s initial prog-
tes after the plane left the runway, the image on
his scope indicated that it was Gve miles west of the airport, proceeding on its

assigned course. As another second passed, the image disappeared. Assuming
m, he had no idea that something

off clearance,
ress on a radarscope. Four minu

it was a temporary glitch of the radar syste
unthinkable had just happened.

In the darkened cabin, a tremendous jolt threw anything into th
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CHAPTER 4

Once stuck in the series of oscillations from the stalls, the plane couldn’t gain
any forward airspeed. The only way to exit a stall is to push the yoke forward to
increase the speed, but the plane wasn’t responding to the forward movement
of the yokes.

The combination of an elevator jammed at an extreme angle and the pilots
pushing forward on the yokes at the same time made it impossible to free the
handle and disengage the boost. The crew didn’t know this in the few crucial
moments they had, but the handle would disengage the boost only if they
weren’t pushing forward on the yokes. Nobody had told them about this life-
saving tip buried in a pilot’s flight manual and largely glossed over in training
sessions. Sanders pondered other options. There weren’t any.

He had survived twenty-five missions during the war, enduring engine fail-
ures and enemy flak. But this was unreal. Losing their last hope for a safe recov-
ery, the crew began experiencing the same distressing feeling being felt by their
passengers. During the final seconds in the air, they could only gird themselves
for the inevitable, pray perhaps, and wait for the inexorable conclusion.

A hundred feet over the darkened neighborhood of Clarendon Hills, a portion
of the plane’s horizontal stabilizer separated from the tail and fell to the ground.

The flickering green symbol representing Flight 529 did not reappear on the
controller’s radarscope. Grabbing a pair of binoculars and focusing them on
the horizon over the city, a controller in the airport tower noticed a bright flash
erupting west of the airport. He radioed the pilot of a Northwest Orient Airlines
flight waiting to take off from the same runway that Triple Nickel had departed
from. Clearing the plane for takeoff, he asked the captain to report what he saw
in the area. Circling west of Midway, the pilot observed one-hundred-foot-
high flames reflecting from the overcast sky; they illuminated the suburbs for

miles around. He saw a massive cloud of smoke hovering in the same area. An
American Airlines crew preparing to land also spotted the flash. They aban-
doned their landing approach and flew westerly to where the fire seemed to be
centered. Told that a TWA flight hadn’t been heard from, and looking almost
straight down from altitude at an inferno engulfing the landscape, the captain
reported that what he saw looked bad . . . very bad.

There was little doubt the flames and smoke represented the end of Flight
529. The plane had crashed eleven miles west of Midway Airport, one-and-one-
half miles southwest of Hinsdale, a suburb of 15,000 people about twenty miles
from do - ntown Chicago.

Shedding pieces of its airframe, the Connie had passed over Plainfield and
Rogers Roads, turned north and flew along Clarendon Hills Road at almost
treetop level. After enduring at least four violent stall oscillations, one of 1ts
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CHAPTER 4

The body of a dead woman was found clinging to an infant for alast embrace.
Realizing there wasn’t anything they could do to help, residents ran home to
strip blankets and sheets from beds and returnéd to cover the bodies. Not hav-
ing enough sheets to go around, they unbundled stacks of newspapers to use n
their place. The sound of sirens wailed in the distance as the residents awaited
teams of first responders rushing to the scene.

“] was asleep when I was awakened by a sound like a locomotive outside
our window.,” said Charles George, a nearby resident. “I jumped up and saw a
passing silhouette, and then the plane crashed in our field. A tremendous wall
of flames came rolling toward our house and stopped just short, singeing crops
and trees. Some of the bodies were thrown into the barn of the Broz family, just
north of us.”

Hot engine oil spewing from fifty-gallon tanks in each wing nacelle scorched
the outside walls of a home owned by Jerry and Josephine Broz. The heat
melted their nylon window screens. One of the main landing gear assemblies
shot through a side of the family’s corrugated steel shed at the rear of the prop-
erty. When first responders arrived, they found the crumpled remains of three
victims there. “The plane hit the ground and bounced several times,” said Jo-

Lot ]
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Tuning in a TV set in his hotel room before heading to work that morning,
Henry Savage, the passenger who had gotten off the flight in Chicago, slipped
into a chair in a state of shock. The macabre scene televised from the crash scene
made him sick. Thinking of his experience flying into Chicago, he had heard
a grinding noise when the plane took off from Pittsburgh. Awakening from a
nap as the plane neared Chicago, he remembered that the plane “shook rather
violently.”” He regretted not telling anyone.

As the early morning sun peeked over the horizon, more than one hundred
officials and volunteer workers began the unpleasant task of collecting the bod-
ies. Red Cross workers crisscrossed the field all morning, driving wooden stakes
with numbers pinned on them into the soil where each victim was found. From
a distance, the stakes could be mistaken for crosses. The workers weren’t alone.
Representatives from the U.S. Post Office arrived. Their job was to retrieve
whatever scorched mail had been scattered over the field. From surrounding
communities, thousands of curiosity seekers trekked to the neighborhood dur-
ing the first few days to view the destruction from a distance.

Several hours after daybreak, black hearses were lined up along Clarendon
Hills Road. All was strangely quiet and somber as 2 funeral would be. The bod-

sephine Broz. “We could see the wheels, the wings, everything falling apart.”"! '% ies were wrapped in rubber sheets and moved to the Cook County Office of the

The Broz farm is where most of the wreckage and all the victims came to rest. ¥ Coroner in Chicago for identification. The gruesome task would consume five

] saw the plane come into the backyard through my bedroom window,” ,L days. DNA testing for accident victim identification did not exist at the time.
she continued. “Then the nose of the airplane landed in the cornfield.” Grasp- r By mid-afternoon, Najeeb Halaby, 2 record-setting test pilot and second ad-
ing the gravity of the situation, her husband reacted instantly. “The minute b ministrator of the fledging FAA, had arrived on the scene. Accompanying him
she hollered, I jumped up and saw the plane in the backyard. The first thing %‘ was a team of investigators to augment the work of the Civil Aeronautics Board.
that I said was to leave and get in the car. I called the police department, the % The public wanted answers. During evening news telecasts, Halaby assured
fire department. and anyone I could get ahold of.” After the explosion, all they P viewers that a cause for the crash would soon be determined.

; heard was the crackling of flames. “I couldn’t hear any screams oT any sign of i A theory about a bombing began to blossom, although there were no facts

i life,” Broz said.”® ; to support it. Some eyewitnesses said they heard an explosion while the plane

was in the air. But seasoned accident investigators had learned to dismiss many
of those accounts. The chief of the FBI’s Chicago office was asked if the plane
could have carried a bomb. At this early stage of the investigation he couldn’t

! It took only minutes for the firefighters and police officers to arrive, their
sirens continuously yelping in the stilled air. They roared up the narrow dirt
driveway leading to Broz’s two-story home at 59th Street and Clarendon Hills
Road. The couple lived only 450 feet from what remained of the Connie.
Before davbreak, dozens of firemen and members of suburban, county.

o

say, but a medical team that examined the corpses ruled out a bombing. The
victims didn’t exhibit signs typical of an explosion. Their injuries appeared
more like those suffered by people involved in an automobile accident.

and state police departments converged on the scene. Workers from a nearby
carnival set up for the holiday weekend Joaned their portable light stands to il- !
luminate the cornfield. § 4 ystery.

The only person who reportedly witnessed the plane’s final seconds of flight
happened to be an eleven-vear-old boy by the name of Elmer Maves. Living
three blocks south of the crash site, he didn’t see any flames while the plane was

If it was not a bombing, the question of what caused the accident remained

“My farmyard is a cemetery without crosses,” Broz said as the sun peeked
over the horizon.'* He was sickened by the sight but realized how lucky he and
his wife had been to have escaped the inferno. '
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CHAPTER 4

in the air. But he did hear a loud popping noise, followed by a series of three less
intense reports as the structure that held the vertical and horizontal stabilizers to
the fuselage began to buckle and collapse.

“It was going east . . . and then it turned, and its right tail blew off,” he said.
“After it crashed, there was dead silence for two or three seconds. And then, all
of a sudden, it exploded. Flames were like a thousand feet in the air.”*

Although not verified, one report indicated there was a survivor. First re-
sponders hovered over the victim with lifesaving equipment. The victim was
eventually covered with a sheet.

The death count was finalized in the morgue: seventy-eight men, women,
children, and infants had perished. The only tribute to lives taken too soon and
their next-of-kin would be a thorough investigation to determine the cause. And
to make sure that a horrendous accident such as this would never take innocent
lives again.

The crash of Flight 529 was traumatic for a TWA captain by the name of
William Gordon. At the last minute, he had traded his assignment to flv Triple
Nickel with Captain Sanders and moved on to another flight. He happened to
be a good friend of Sanders and knew his crewmembers. Ironically, Gordon’s
younger brother, Robert Gordon, then a student at the University of California,
Berkeley, had boarded the plane for San Francisco and died in the crash."

Rodger Morphett, a ramp service agent working for TWA, helped board
Flight 529’s passengers while Triple Nickel was in New York. One of his duties
involved ensuring that the airplane’s landing weight wouldn’t exceed limits.
Three passengers needed to be pulled from the flight. Two of them were sol-
diers. The third happened to be a young mother traveling with her two small
children. She was planning to be reunited with her husband stationed at Fort
Ord in Monterey, California. Morphett convinced the reluctant woman to re-
main overnight in New York. After rebooking her for a flight the next day, he
told her that a message would be sent to her husband to let him know about
the change in plans. Then before he and a fellow worker left the airport for the
night, they tried repeatedly to reach her husband without success. For many
years after the accident, when Morphett and his former colleague got together,
they would talk in hushed tones about whether they had really selected the
woman and her kids—or if a greater power had intervened to choose her over
another passenger.™

What no one knew at the time of the crash was that the lives of every one
aboard Flight 529 were cut short because of a two-cent cotter pin that someone -

forgot to install.
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Noffe: Many of the details presented in this chapter, including dates, places, de-
scriptions of events, conclusions, and quotes (unless otherwise attril:uted) x:ver
dt.en.ved from Civil Aeronautics Board, “Aircraft Accident Report, Trans \;Vorlc(;
Airlines, Inc., Lockheed Constellation, Model 049, N86511 Mi’dwa ¢ Al

Chicago, Illinois, September 1, 1961, SA-363.” 7 s
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1 N. Prospect Avenue
SLARENDON H"'Ls Clarendon Hills, lllinois 60514
‘\\ FINANCE DEPARTMENT 630.286.5415
MEMORANDUM
To: Kevin Barr, Village Manager

From: Maureen B. Potempa, Finance Director
Date: August 6, 2021
Subject: Department Report

1. July 25" marked the due date for the June “Places for Eating Tax”. This past June, the Village
recorded its highest “Places for Eating Tax” revenue since its inception. Several restaurants reported
record earnings, as patrons have eagerly come back.

2. Effective August 1st, a late fee for purchasing Village Vehicle Stickers was applied ...residents are
required to purchase a village sticker for each vehicle they will have housed in Clarendon Hills. The
annual license period begins July 1st and ends on June 30th of the following year.

Residents can make online purchases at www.clarendonhills.us/stickers, or the link can be accessed
by visiting the Village Website and clicking "Online Bill Pay" or "How do I," and a link to the site will
be available.

Prices are as follows:

Passenger Car - $60

Seniors (62+) are eligible for a 50% discount. ($30.00)
Motorcycle - $45

3. Just a friendly reminder to residents of the various ways to pay their water bill:

¢ Online Payments (Quickest, easiest...NO CREDIT CARD FEES!!!)
o www.clarendonhills.us/greenpay
1. Pay by Credit/Debit Card (All major credit cards accepted with no additional fees)
2. Sign up for Auto Debit (ACH — auto-draft a checking or savings account)
e Pay-In Person/Drive-Up Dropbox
Village Hall is Open M-F from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (closed from noon to 1:00 PM for
lunch). Masks are required of anyone entering the building. Clarendon Hills Bank has a
Drive-up Dropbox is in the outside drive-up lane.
o Pay by Mail
Use the enclosed remittance envelope that came along with the bill addressed to:

e Village of Clarendon Hills
P PO Box 5671
Carol Stream, IL 60197-5671

' Signup for “GreenPay” today and receive your Water bill by Email.
www.clarendonhills.us/greenpay
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Clarendon Hills, lllinois 60514
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 630.286.4750

A

MEMORANDUM
To: Kevin Barr, Village Manager
From: Brendan McLaughlin, Public Works Director
Date: August 6, 2021

Subject: Weekly Report

1. A coordination meeting was held with Leopardo Companies and their subcontractors to review the
maintenance work planned for the Public Works Building. The project is focused on the building exterior
and keeping water out. There will be some tuckpointing, siding replacement and a roof replacement.
They will also be replacing flooring in the building and placing an epoxy coating in the garage. The Ann
Street Water Building will also be having its roof replaced.

2. Our architect and John Burns Construction met with the steel fabricator to work through a few final issues.
The structural steel should be back on-site next week.

3. Crews performed tree removals using in-house crews and our new chipper. Stump grinding also
occurred. Dirt and seed was placed at locations removed the prior week. We are holding the larger trees
for our contractor to remove in late summer/early fall.

Mowing and additional watering occurred this week.

5. A water service was repaired at 20 Indian. Since it was a rear yard service, it took some additional effort
to get back there.

6. Water samples were collected and taken to the lab. Well 7 was run. Water meters were read on Sunday
and non-reading meters were checked during the week.

7.  Some minor electrical work was completed to prepare for the tuckpointing, siding and roof work at Public
Works.

8.  Crews inspected a new water service installation for the new Mycroft Row project on Burlington. They
also inspected a water service disconnection at 250 Middaugh.
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Clarendon Hills, lllinois 60514
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 630.286.5412

MEMORANDUM
TO: Kevin Barr, Village Manager
FROM: Jonathan Mendel, Community Development Director
DATE: August 6, 2021
RE: Community Development Department Report
1. Building Permits

For the week of August 2™, the Village has received five permit applications with a total reported construction value
of $66,155.

240 Grant (formerly 248 Hudson)

This property was, until recently, slated for redevelopment with a new single-family house, but that project has been
cancelled. Unfortunately, during this limbo period between redevelopment projects, the property has become a
physical and visual nuisance. Village enforcement staff is aware of the property’s condition and has contacted the
responsible parties to correct the conditions.

Downtown Business Owner Visits

On August 4, 2021, | did a soft meet and greet with 10 downtown business owners and/or staff to introduce myself
and inform them of my plans and intention to continue working on the community’s private economic development
infrastructure (private businesses and/or properties). | will continue this outreach with the rest of the downtown
businesses.

www.clarendonhills.us



VILLAGE OF CLARENDON HILLS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
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DATE: August 6, 2021

To: Village Manager Kevin Barr
From: Chief P. Dalen

Subject: Weekly Activity Report

Officer Spelman represented the Police Department at the Lemont Police car show held on
Wednesday.

ICE Paps
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Recent Training and Meetings

¢ This month’s Police Law training pertains to racial profiling and implicit bias.
o Officers attended an 8-hour firing range training day.



Recent events:

July 31, 6:52pm, officers responded to a residence on Middaugh for a disturbance involving
neighbors. Officers quelled the situation.

August 4, 8:08am,
officers responded to
the 300 block of
Ruby for a burglary
to motor vehicle that
occurred at 5:30am.

The offenders
entered the victim’s
unlocked vehicles-
one in the driveway
and one in the open
garage- and stole the
victim’s purse and
the garage door
openers.

Officers believe the
offenders arrived in a
Chrysler 300, which
was stolen out of
Orland Park at
1:50am that same
morning.

The offender
approaching the
vehicle appears to
be armed with a
pistol.

Just another
reminder to lock
your belongings!

August 4, 9:00pm, officers responded to a residence on lroquois for a report of disorderly
conduct. Officers were dispatch to this same residence numerous times throughout the day
due to the resident walking outside naked. Ultimately, the resident was taken into custody for
disorderly conduct. He was transported to DuPage County Jail.

August 4, 11:11am, officers responded to the Country House Restaurant for a theft report. The
offender, who came in asking for food handout, stole the donation jar from the counter.

August 5, 8:30am, officers responded to an apartment at 285 N. Richmond for a domestic
trouble. Officers assisted the subjects settle their differences.
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Date:
Subject:

316 Park Avenue

LARENDON H"'Ls Clarendon Hills, lllinois 60514

FIRE DEPARTMENT 630.286.5430
MEMORANDUM

Kevin Barr, Village Manager

Brian Leahy, Fire Chief

August 6, 2021

Weekly Department Report 2021-20 (2 weeks report)

Fire Prevention Bureau Activity.

Lt. Godek and both continue to work with MyCroft Row and the Country House Restaurant
with their sprinkler plan submittals. This week MyCroft Row has installed the water service
for the sprinkler system along with the installation of a fire hydrant. The Country House
sprinkler plans have been approved and they are working with the Community Development
Department regarding funding for this project.

Training Report:

Wednesday evening, training involved address refresher training along with hydrant
connections.

COVID 19 Report:

COVID 19 Procedures have been in place and amended periodically since March 16, 2020.
With the bridge phase between phases 4 and 5, | amended the fire department COVID 19
procedures on May 20, 2021. They will be modified again when the State of lllinois moves to
a full Phase 5 plan. The fire department COVID Plan has been modified on June 15" to
adhere to the Phase 5 regulations and CDC guidelines.

All Fire Department personnel are treating every call with extreme caution regarding possible
COVID exposure. There is concern about the increase of COVID 19 cases with the Delta
variant.

Emergency Medical Services Report:

No report.

Clarendon Hills/Hinsdale FD sharing of services report:

No report

Emergency Management Report:

No report.

Du-Comm Report:

e No report.

Vehicle Maintenance:

e Ladder 86 remains out of service at Wirfs in McHenry undergoing corrosion repairs. |
have spoken with Wirfs and they are making progress on the corrosion repairs,

o This week Medic 86r was taken through the State Safety Lane for the 6-month inspection.

e This week the Medic 86 power Loader was serviced by Stryker.

www.clarendonhills.us



9.

10.

11.

12.

| have been working on the CY2022 budget this week. | have completed and submitted the
CY2022 Capital budget along with justifications. At this time, | am working on the CY2022 FD
Operating budget which will take about 1-2 weeks to complete.

Incidents of Interest:

e Thursday, August 5" at 5:38 PM. Medic 86, Squad 86, Engine 86 and Hinsdale Medic 84,
and Engine 84 responded for a multiple vehicle accident on Rt. 83 northbound at about 58"
St.

Mutual Aid Calls:
¢ None

Fire/Rescue/EMS calls:

The Hinsdale Fire Department responded Automatic Aid to Clarendon Hills five (5) times.
The Westmont Fire Department responded Automatic Aid to Clarendon Hills three (3) times.
The Clarendon Hills Fire Department responded Automatic Aid to Hinsdale ten (10) times.
The Clarendon Hills Fire Department responded Automatic Aid to Westmont two (2) times.
Hinsdale Medic 84 responded to assist the Clarendon Hills Fire Department two (2) times.
Clarendon Hills Medic 86 responded to assist the Hinsdale Fire Department three (3) times.
Clarendon Hills Medic 86 responded to assist the Westmont Fire Department one (1) time.
Clarendon Hills Medic 86 responded to assist the Tri State Fire Department one (1) time.
Hinsdale Medic 84 responded to assist Clarendon Hills Fire Department two (2) times.

The fire department responded to fifty-six (56) emergency calls in the past two (2) weeks.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me.
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